
welcomes you to the
Virtual 2021 Bridge Builder Celebration

Building Bridges with Our Elected LeadersBuilding Bridges with Our Elected Leaders

Thursday, October 28 | 4:00 pm

Featuring keynote remarks by 
Terry McAuliffe and Glenn Youngkin

Gubernatorial Candidates
Bob Holsworth, PhD 

Political Analyst
The Honorable Ann Jennings 

Virginia Secretary of  Natural and Historic Resources
The Honorable Bettina Ring 

Virginia Secretary of  Agriculture and Forestry
Tanya Denckla Cobb

Director, UVA Institute for Engagement & Negotiation



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Matt Wells, Chair*, WestRock

Kendall Tyree, Vice Chair*, Virginia Association of  Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Kyle Shreve, Secretary/Treasurer*, Virginia Agribusiness Council

Phil Abraham*, Virginia Association for Commercial Real Estate
Elizabeth Andrews

Doug Baxter*, Tyson Foods
Hobey Bauhan, Virginia Poultry Federation

Mike Baum, Keep Virginia Beautiful
Hedrick Belin*, Potomac Conservancy

Scott Bemis, DuPont
Mark T. Bowles*, McGuireWoods Consulting

Robert Burnley
Andrew Clark, Home Builders Association of  Virginia

Tee Clarkson, Atoka Conservation Exchange
Allison Clock, The Garden Club of  Virginia

Patrick Coady, Seale & Associates
Corey Connors, Virginia Forestry Association
Nissa Dean, Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay

Robert L. Dunn**, Retired (formerly DuPont)
Andrew DuPuy, Rails to Trails Conservancy

Jason Eberstein, Enviva Biomass
Ben Eubanks, RES

John Eustis, New River Land Trust
Kristen Hughes Evans, Sustainable Chesapeake

Pamela Faggert
Johnny C. Finch**

Kevin Finto*, Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Karen Forget, Lynnhaven River NOW

Katie Frazier, Farm Credit of  the Virginias
Bill Greenleaf, Capital Region Land Conservancy

Ted Henifin*, HRSD
Ronald Jefferson*, Appalachian Power Company

Lisa Kardell*, Waste Management
Tim Kennell*, Virginia Association of  Parks

Adrienne Kotula
Stewart Leeth*, Smithfield Foods

Henry P. Long**, Retired (formerly Altria)
TJ Mascia, Davey Mitigation / Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc.

Maureen Matsen
Charles G. McDaniel, Hilldrup Companies

Dr. Mamie A. Parker*
Eric Paulson, Virginia State Dairymen’s Association

Reed Perry, Chesapeake Conservancy
Chris Pomeroy, AquaLaw

Mike Rolband
Nikki Rovner*, The Nature Conservancy

Alan Rowsome, Northern Virginia Conservation Trust
Rebecca Rubin

Peggy Sanner*, Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Ellen Shepard, Virginia’s United Land Trusts

Ginny Snead, AMT Engineering
Bill Street*, James River Association

Jim Thornton*, Huntington Ingalls Industries
Mike Town, Virginia League of  Conservation Voters

Dennis Treacy*, Reed Smith LLP
Carol Wampler**

Jenny West*, The Wildlife Foundation of  Virginia
Jason Williams*, Dominion Energy 
Mark Williams, Luck Companies

Kate Wofford, Alliance for the Shenandoah Valley
Andrea Wortzel, Troutman Pepper

*=denotes Executive Board member
**=denotes Emeritus Board member2   |



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS
Chair’s Circle

McGuireWoods LLP & McGuireWoods Consulting 

Benefactor
Dominion Energy

HRSD 
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP

Smithfield Foods
WestRock 

Patron
Appalachian Power Company 

DuPont
HDR Engineering

Newport News Shipbuilding, a Division of Huntington Ingalls Industries
Reed Smith LLP
Troutman Pepper

Tyson Foods
Waste Management

Sponsor
Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Farm Credit
Seale & Associates

Jacobs
Virginia League of Conservation Voters

Virginia Outdoors Foundation
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Together, We’re Doing 
Good Things in Virginia

At Smithfield Foods, “good” is in everything 

we do and is intrinsic to our company 

identity. That’s why we’re committed to 

good environmental stewardship across 

our value chain and are proud to sponsor 

VIRGINIA forever’s 2021 Bridge Builder 

Celebration honoring those who have 

championed efforts to protect Virginia’s 

land and water.

smithfieldfoods.com/sustainability 
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PROGRAM
Welcome & Opening Remarks

Matt Wells, Chair, VIRGINIAforever
Kendall Tyree, Vice Chair, VIRGINIAforever

Featured Remarks
Terry McAuliffe and Glenn Youngkin

Gubernatorial Candidates
Bob Holsworth, PhD

Political Analyst
The Honorable Ann Jennings 

Virginia Secretary of  Natural and Historic Resources
The Honorable Bettina Ring 

Virginia Secretary of  Agriculture and Forestry
Tanya Denckla Cobb

Director, UVA Institute for Engagement & Negotiation

Closing Remarks
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A LETTER FROM OUR CHAIRMAN
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Greetings and thank you for joining us for the virtual 2021 VIRGINIAforever Bridge Builder 
Celebration. Though we had hoped to be back together in person to celebrate again this year, 
we decided it was best and safest for all to hold the event virtually. While we can’t physically 
be together, we are still very excited about the program we’ve developed.

The 2021 Bridge Builder Celebration focuses on building bridges with our elected leaders, 
how to find consensus, and cultivating the next generation of  environmental leaders. We’ll 
hear from both candidates for Governor, Dr. Bob Holsworth, Secretaries Ann Jennings and 
Bettina Ring, and Tanya Denckla Cobb Director of  the University of  Virginia Institute for 
Engagement and Negotiation.

This year we will be also be doing something special: In lieu of  honoring an individual with 
the Bridge Builder award, VIRGINIAforever will be recognizing another organization that 
strengthens the skills of  tomorrow’s bridge builders by taking proceeds from this event and 
sponsoring the full fee for one fellow to participate in the Virginia Natural Resources 
Leadership Institute (VNRLI) program. VNRLI’s vision and mission align perfectly with 
what our organization values most: finding, developing, and honing the skills to work together 
to protect Virginia’s land and water, and ensure a bright future for the Commonwealth. 

The VNRLI Vision is: Virginia’s communities will engage in productive dialogue and collaborative problem 
solving of  natural resource issues important to community sustainability and, thus, be able to effectively 
manage, conserve, and protect Virginia’s natural resources.

The VNRLI Mission is: To develop leaders in the Commonwealth who can help groups involved in 
contentious natural resources issues move beyond conflict toward consensus building and collaborative problem 
solving.

Many of  our VIRGINIAforever members are graduates of  this program and I can think of  no 
better way to embrace our values by supporting a new generation of  leaders in the 
environmental community!

In closing, I want to thank our Board, our speakers, our sponsors, and our guests. We could 
not do this without your support. The past two years have been difficult ones for many 
organizations, and I’ve been heartened by the dedication that you have shown and continue to 
show for our common cause.

I hope you enjoy today’s program. Even though we can’t be together in the same room this 
year, it’s always a privilege to celebrate with you.

Sincerely yours,
Matt Wells
Chair
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McGuireWoods and McGuireWoods Consulting 

not only address clients’ challenges, but we also 

support our communities. As fellow advocates of 

environmental sustainability, we proudly sponsor the 

mission of VIRGINIAforever and its 2021 Bridge  

Builder Celebration.

Gateway Plaza | 800 East Canal Street | Richmond, VA 23219

www.mcguirewoods.com  |  www.mcguirewoodsconsulting.com
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We are pleased to support VIRGINIAforever 
and the 2021 Bridge Builder Celebration.  
They offer opportunities for those with 
different perspectives to have continuing  
and candid conversations about 
environmental issues of great importance 
to the Commonwealth. Those discussions 
lead to better solutions. Preserving the 
outdoors for public enjoyment is essential 
as is the mission of VIRGINIAforever  
in promoting land conservation and 
water quality now and in the future.

DominionEnergy.com

24/7
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Appalachian Power is 
transitioning to more clean 
energy by diversifying our 
resource portfolio and 
modernizing the grid. We 
are proud to be leading the 
way into the future.

OUR CLEAN 
ENERGY FUTURE

Bridging the 
gap between 
idea + achievement 
hdrinc.com
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Our commitment to keep 
Virginia’s communities 
clean, safe and efficient 
has never been stronger.

Find out more at ThinkGreen.com
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WE BUILD MORE THAN GREAT SHIPS.
WE BUILD RELATIONSHIPS.

WE ARE HIRING! buildyourcareer.com



reedsmith.com

Reed Smith is a proud sponsor 
of VIRGINIAforever and we are 
honored to participate in their 
Bridge Builder Celebration.  
We support them in their mission 
to protect natural resources by 
investing in the land and waters 
of the Commonwealth.

troutman.com 
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP

Making a  
difference.
Troutman Pepper is proud 
to continue its support of 
VIRGINIAforever and its 
efforts to build a bridge 
between environmental 
stakeholders and elected 
leaders.

Cover photography by Ben Greenberg10  |

Remembering 2018 Bridge Builder Award Recipient 
The Honorable W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr.

January 9, 1933 – September 15, 2021




